[Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML) in chronic lymphatic leukemia (CLL). Review of the literature and case report].
Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML) is an infectious disease of the central nervous system caused by the JC virus. Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy represents a reactivation of the JC virus after long-standing immunosuppression. Also, PML plays an important role as an opportunistic infection in patients with AIDS. The average time of survival in patients with PML in combination with chronic lymphatic leukemia (CLL) (n = 17 in the literature) is 4.3 months, and therapeutic options are not established. We report the case of a patient with CLL and PML. Clinical symptoms are slight hemiparesis of the right side, mainly appearing as a disturbance of motor function. In MRI, a typical subcortical lesion was shown, and JC virus DNA was positive in the CSF by PCR. Because of first positive results in treatment of PML in patients with AIDS, therapy with cidofovir was started. After treatment for 16 months, symptoms are stable, the PML-induced lesions in MRI are in regression, and JC virus DNA is not detectable in the CSF.